
Wetland Ecology Garden
Outcome Report

Ark Ecological Services

Envisioned	
  as	
  a	
  synthesis	
  of	
  an	
  engaging	
  classroom,	
  a	
  sustainable	
  stormwater	
  

management	
  system,	
  and	
  a	
  natural	
  retreat,	
  the	
  Wetland	
  Ecology	
  Garden	
  at	
  

the	
  High	
  Plains	
  Environmental	
  Center	
  has	
  become	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  sum	
  of	
  those	
  

Plains	
  Village	
  will	
  have	
  a	
  new	
  tool	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  their	
  local	
  ecosystem	
  while	
  

birds,	
  amphibians,	
  and	
  other	
  wildlife.
Gardener	
  Jim	
  Tolstrup

Overview

The	
   High	
   Plains	
   Environmental	
   Center	
   (HPEC),	
   based	
  
in	
  High	
  Plains	
  Village	
  at	
  Centerra	
   in	
  Loveland,	
  CO,	
   	
   is	
  a	
  

nature	
   and	
   natural	
   habitat	
   in	
   harmony	
   with	
   thriving	
  
human	
  development.	
  	
  HPEC	
  works	
  to	
  engage	
  developers,	
  

‘living	
   laboratory’	
   of	
   community	
   design,	
   sustainable	
  
development,	
  and	
  eco-­‐literacy.	
  

Project	
   Goals	
   As	
   an	
   element	
   of	
   the	
   overall	
   design	
  
and	
   planning	
   of	
   HPEC,	
   the	
   Wetland	
   Ecology	
   Garden	
  

residents	
   and	
   employees	
   of	
   local	
   businesses.	
   It	
   is	
   also	
  

is	
   to	
   prove	
   this	
   as	
   a	
   feasible	
  model	
   for	
   developments	
  
across	
  the	
  	
  country.

Outcomes

community	
   building	
   and	
   fundraising	
   tools	
   on	
   the	
  

included	
  videos,	
  budgets,	
  strategy,	
  and	
  the	
  tools	
  to	
  share	
  

Made	
  remarkable	
  by

Figure	
  1:	
  
depict	
  the	
  total	
  dollars	
  contributed	
  per	
  month,	
  with	
  community	
  dollars	
  in	
  yellow	
  and	
  

indicate	
  dates	
  for	
  email	
  blasts	
  (	
  	
  	
  	
  )	
  and	
  relevant	
  Facebook	
  posts	
  (	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ).
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   were	
   Facebook,	
  
HPEC’s	
   website	
   (www.suburbitat.org),	
   direct	
   visits	
   and	
  
Google,	
   in	
   that	
   order.	
   Users	
   primarily	
   used	
   the	
   HPEC	
  

money,	
  but	
  many	
  users	
  took	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  visit	
  the	
  
videos	
  tab,	
  where	
  users	
  spent	
  an	
  average	
  of	
  2:01.	
  On	
  the	
  

Email	
  blasts	
   (Red	
  carrots	
   in	
  Figure	
  1)	
  were	
   sent	
  on	
   the	
  
following	
  dates:

August	
  19:	
  To	
  HPEC	
  board

individually,	
  though	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  dates	
  
of	
  these	
  messages.	
  

Fundraising	
  

	
   Plains	
  
community	
  to	
  get	
  involved,	
  HPEC	
  secured	
  a	
  3:1	
  matching	
  

seed	
  grant	
  from	
  Beanstalk	
  to	
  begin	
  fundraising.	
  This	
  seed	
  

Because	
  of	
  the	
  matched	
  seed	
  grant,	
  fundraising	
  appears	
  

December	
  as	
  well.	
  
Expenses	
   are	
   shown	
   in	
   Table	
   1.	
   Primary	
   expenses	
  

A	
  comparison	
  of	
   income	
  vs	
  expenses	
   is	
  available	
  at	
  the	
  

spring	
  of	
  2011.

for	
  the	
  Wetland	
  Ecology	
  Garden	
  came	
  from	
  volunteers.	
  

(200	
  hours).

businesses,	
  as	
  well.	
  Landcape	
  Design	
  Group	
  contributed	
  

Conclusions

The	
  Wetland	
  Ecology	
  Garden	
  served	
  as	
  an	
  excellent	
  test	
  
case	
   for	
   both	
   HPEC	
   and	
   Beanstalk.	
   For	
   HPEC,	
   it	
   was	
   a	
  
chance	
  to	
  assess	
  the	
  giving	
  ability	
  of	
  their	
  community	
  and	
  

planning	
  the	
  greenhouse	
  they	
  will	
  begin	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  

the	
  web	
  tools	
  we	
  have	
  created.	
  The	
  Beanstalk	
  team	
  will	
  
use	
   the	
  data	
   from	
   this	
   to	
   improve	
   the	
  user	
  experience	
  

everyone	
  who	
  made	
   this	
  a	
   reality,	
  we	
  hope	
   to	
   see	
  you	
  
again	
  in	
  the	
  spring!

Vendor Expense Category
Crystal Landscape Supplies

Ft. Collins Wholesale 
Nursery

Sunstate Equipment
Richard Bath Excavating

JR Oldham

Valley Crest
Home Depot

CPS
Reprographics

Total Expenses

$6,599.36 Materials

$1,327.90 Materials (plants)

$1,180.01 Excavating

$3,832.00 Excavating

$1,170.00
Project Design 

and Management

$2,746.50 Contracted Install

$4,061.07 Boardwalk

$587.95 Irrigation

$316.50 Signs

$21,821.29

Month Community Partners
August $291.00 $12,876.00

September $402.00 $1,200.00

October $217 $651.00

November $50 $153.00

December $1,652 $4,620.00

January $200.00 $0.00

Total Contributions 
(Community and Partners)

$22,312.00

Total Contributions
Total Expenses

Income less Expenses

$22,312.00
$21,821.29

$490.71

Table	
   1:


